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Pillars of Islam Religion
Introduction
The Islam religion is based on five pillars that are set forward for every Muslim across the world. These five pillars are specified activities that the believers are supposed to pay respect to and do to be considered as responsible according to the faith. They are the basics of the entire religion and usually accumulate their daily activities and believe in what can be referred to devotion to the religion. It is prudent to realize that, according to Islam, belief is not as powerful as action. That provides an answer to the fact that they consider these activities as more important than merely believing. What is the significance of these pillars of Islam? They usually provide a believer in a way to put them believe into action and thereafter show their willingness to follow the doctrine. These activities include; Shahadah, Salat, Zakat, Sawm, and Hajj (Kamal-ud-Din, 2010).
Shahadah
This refers to the devoted and whole-hearted reciting of the Islam profession of faith in a religiously recognized place such as a mosque. This is the most fundamental Islamic pillar as it clearly shows a person’s sole belief in Allah and his messenger Mohamed. Therefore, this involves an individual in the Islamic religion to speak out the words “none is to be worshipped but Allah, Mohamed is his messenger.” It is very common, and usually, it is written on all Mosques and Islamic religious places. These words became popular among Arabs initially by being printed in coins and architectural buildings. Today this phrase has been put in various places including the flags of Afghanistan and Saudi Arabia.
According to Kamal-ud-Din (2010), Shahada is referred to as the statement of faith in the Islamic religion. It is recited in various times and places and most commonly, in the five daily prayers, to a newborn baby by the father, to a dying person, and for new converts in the Islamic religion. Its recitation is done in whispering except at the time of conversion. A new convert is supposed to say it loudly with witnesses in his presence as a show of faith in the religion.
The significances of Shahada are three. One is to bring evident the faith of a person to both Allah and his messenger, Mohamed. Those who join Islam too do it as a clear indication of the devotion they have to the faith. The second one is to bring to light the monotheistic nature of the Islamic religion (Kamal-ud-Din, 2010). The first part of the statement indicates how he is the only one to whom worship should be given. The third is to acknowledge Mohamed as a religious figure and a messenger of Allah as stated in the second part of the Shahada.
Salat
This includes the performance of the various prayers as stipulated across the day, which happens five times in the day. Every Muslim is expected to recite five prayers every day without necessarily visiting the mosque or a religious place. They can prayer wherever as long as it is due time to make a certain prayer, be it in their workplace, mosque, home, or at any place that is comfortable. However, it is important to understand that they make this prayer facing the grand Mecca (Kamal-ud-Din, 2010).
The five basic prayers of Islam religion are done in adherence to the time of the day at specified intervals. Early before the sun rises, they perform the first prayer referred to as Fajr, and later on, during midday, they are supposed to do a prayer known as Zohr. Just before the sun sets the third prayer is done, usually called Asr, and as the sun sets another prayer titled Maghrib is recited. The final prayer of the day is done between Maghrib and Midnight and is commonly known as Isha.
It is important to note that these are not the only prayers performed by the Muslim but rather the only obligatory prayers to which they are commanded to recite daily. The relevance of this pillar runs through from personal to the entire religion (Schumm and Kohler, 2006). The main purpose as to why these prayers are done is to be able to help believers maintain their faith in Allah and devotion to religion. As they recite the prayers, they believe that it increases their closeness to the maker, usually referred to as Taqwa.
The other significance is the show of submission to the almighty. This is evident in following how the prayers are done. Usually, they include bowing and kneeling with humility which signifies reverence to Allah.
Zakat
Muslims are to pay alms to benefit the poor people whom the fortunes of life are not realized. There is a strong belief amongst the Muslims that drives them to share whatever they have with those who are not lucky in their society, however, it is important to understand that this is just but goodwill believe and it is not stated in the Quran even though it discusses charity in most of its verses. They do it as part of what they think is right for a believer to do, which in this case is sharing with the poor (Schumm and Kohler, 2006). Zakat can be termed as a religious tax but not literally. Each person is expected to pay a certain percentage of their wealth towards charity. One thing to put in mind is that crimes associated with Zakat such as failure to pay, poor collection, or distribution are punishable.
The pillar pays attention to three benefits. One is to be able to maintain harmony between the rich and the poor believers. The second one is to be able to give Muslims a chance to show their concerns to fellow Muslims in society and especially those who are less fortunate. The third and most important is to ensure the equitable distribution of wealth among the Muslim believers who are usually referred to as the ummah.
Sawm
This is the devotion to fasting during the month of Ramadhan which happens once every year. This pillar is well stated in the Quran, where it says “eat and drink until the whiteness of the day becomes distinct from the blackness of the night at dawn, then complete the fast till night.” The Ramadhan month is held with a lot of importance and has various ways in which the Muslims are supposed to behave.
From Schumm and Kohler (2006), the Sawm comes with various significances to Muslims across the world. The act itself is seen as obedience to Allah and what he states in the Quran as he commands them to fast. The second is that this period of fasting enables Believers to be able to reconcile with their spiritual self through prayers and a disciplined way of life.
Hajj
This is paying pilgrimage to Mecca. The cube-shaped Kaaba in Mecca is visited by Muslims from across the world. This pillar applies to those Muslims who can visit the place, however, it is advised that at least once in a believer’s lifetime they should visit this most sacred place. The main focus of the visit is to walk around it seven times in which it is believed a person’s sins are wiped away (Schumm and Kohler, 2006). The pilgrimage is a physical journey that is expected of everyone. Usually, charities and religious leaders chip in to help fund fellow Muslims on this important journey. 
The significance of the pillar is historical as Muslims believe it was built by Prophet Ibrahim. The intention of constructing it was to be able to use it for worshiping Allah. However, it should be noticed that Muslims do not worship it but view it as a representation of the one true God. They all do their daily prayers facing the Kaaba.
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